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Faith in oneself. That faith no resolution of the All-India
Congress Committee can inspire, God is the protector of the
weak. He it is who gives courage. He who enjoys Rama's pro-
tection can be harmed by none. Since He is the giver of this
physical frame, let Him claim it back. This body cannot be pre-
served by anything we do. Like the rupee, it should be readily
expended in a good cause. And what more glorious occasion to
sacrifice it than in the attempt to free ourselves from this tyranny?
Anyone who sincerely feels thus will, with a smile on his face
uncover his chest and receive the bullets fearlessly as if they were
no more than rubber balls.
Only if it has this unshakable faith may any taluka of Gujarat
plunge into the battle.
It is not necessary that all must have such faith. I have
stated what measure of it will suffice. It does not matter if those
who lack this faith do not have the strength to face a hail of
bullets. But they must have the grit to refuse to surrender and
bend their knees even if their houses are plundered. Let them
plunder, if they will. We are bound to return to these very
homes, if we survive; if we die in the attempt to recover them,
well, that will be swaraj.
If even one taluka does not have this strength, how can we
show our firmness for swaraj? But, on the day when one single
taluka emerges successful from this test, that day we shall definitely
have won swaraj, because on that same day India will have
proved its skill in wielding a divine weapon.
And it is not as if we would have displayed any extraordinary
strength in doing all this, To act thus is but part of man's
nature. The Boer women showed this heroism. Hundreds of
thousands of Britons showed it, and Turkish men and women are
showing it today.
But there is a difference. These others may kill as well as die.
We, however, know that immortality is won only by laying down
one's life. Is it in any way difficult to give up the way of killing
and learn that of dying ? For dying, one requires dauntless courage.
The man of faith will have it in the winking of an eye. For killing,
one requires strength of body and skill in shooting. One needs to
learn, besides, a thousand other evil things before one can become
proficient in killing and the end-result is that one earns for one-
self the title of a murderer.
But some Hindu will demur and say, "This is all about the
Kshatriya spirit. Has not Gujarat been always a stranger to
it? We know only trade and commerce." Gujarat may be as